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PAGE 2
1. Insert “including the prevention of secondary conditions” in line 8 page 138 so that the section would read: 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES EMERGENCY

2 FUND

3 (INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

4 For an additional amount for the "Public Health and

5 Social Services Emergency Fund" to carry out a program

6 of grants, contracts, and cooperative agreements to fund

7 projects and activities to reduce the incidence or severity

8 of preventable disabilities, diseases and conditions including the prevention of secondary      conditions and to

9 invest in health workforce training, $5,800,000,000, to re-

10 main available through September 30, 2011: Provided,

11 That the amount made available in this paragraph may

12 be transferred to another appropriation account of the De13

partment of Health and Human Services ("HHS"), 

2. nsert in line 26, page 138 after “disorder”; “and the early identification of disorders of early development”  so that the section would read: 

Provided further, That of the

20 amount provided in this paragraph, not less than

21 $1,000,000,000 shall be transferred to the Centers for

22 Disease Control and Prevention ("CDC") as an additional

23 amount for screening activities related to preventable dis

24 abilities and chronic diseases and conditions, including

25 counseling to prevent and mitigate the precursors of those

26 disorders and including the early identification of disorders of early child development:

NCBDDD plays a critical role in early identification, awareness and education of childhood disabilities and in the promotion of health and prevention of secondary conditions for people with disabilities. The mention of the work of the Center in the stimulus bill will ensure that its work can continue to improve the lives of people with disabilities and contribute to the economic recovery package for all our country’s citizens. 

Sincerely,
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February 2, 2009








The Honorable Tom Harkin


United States Senate


Washington, DC 20510





Dear Chairman Harkin,





We are writing to ask that you add language to the Senate Stimulus Bill section that directs funds to the CDC to ensure that some of the funds go to support work with children and adults with disabilities. The National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities (NCBDD) within CDC is responsible for a wide range of activities and research from birth to adulthood of individuals with disabilities. NCBDDD has a wide range of state programs which support prevention, health promotion and research across a spectrum of disabilities including autism, developmental disabilities, blood disorders and single gene disorders. Additional funds to NCBDDD could be rapidly deployed to participating states to maintain and add job opportunities and could contribute not only to the public health infrastructure of this country but also directly benefit people with disabilities and the economy. 





We strongly urge you to include language directing funds to birth defects and health and disability programs when mentioning resources for CDC. This would be consistent with the promises and policies established by the new administration: “policies must be developed…. to ensure that everyone has a chance to get the education they need and live independently as full citizens in their communities.” (Whitehouse website) 





We believe it is important to include funds specifically devoted to the identification and screening of children at risk of disabilities and the health and wellness of people with disabilities.  We also urge you to insert language to increase health promotion efforts, which will not only increase functioning and participation of individuals with disabilities within society but also has the potential to produce significant health care savings and increase employment.  Expansion of resources to existing projects and extending the work of current networks to more states and territories will enhance efforts nationally that will result in improving the lives of people with disabilities. 





Specific examples of where the insertion of language in the Senate Stimulus Bill would provide an enormous boost to current and future NCBDDD efforts include: 
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